
Music Study Guide #5 
Johannes Brahms and George Frederick Handel 

 
Johannes Brahms 

● Best known for Lullabies 
● First Symphony - Nicknamed “Beethoven’s Tenth” 
● A German Requiem 

○ Uses text from the Lutheran Bible (unusual because a Requiem is typically 
played at a Catholic service) 

○ Inspired by his mother’s death and Robert Schumann’s attempted suicide 
● Academic Festival Overture 

○ Celebrated the honorary degree he received from the University of Breslau 
● Tragic Overture 
● Hungarian Dances 

○ Not to be confused with Franz Liszt’s Hungarian Rhapsodies 
● Violin Concerto in D major 

○ Dedicated to the violinist, Joseph Joachim 
● F. A. E. Sonata 

○ Written along with Robert Schumann and Albert Dietrich 
■ May also be a clue for Schumann; Dietrich will never be an answer 

● Variations on a Theme of Handel 
● Variations on a Theme of Paganini 

 
George Frederick Handel (Collected works in the HWV catalogue) 

● Messiah 
○ Oratorio - musical composition for orchestra, choir, and soloist 
○ Famous sections: 

■ “Hallelujah Chorus” 
■ “King of Kings, Lords of Lords” 
■ “For he shall reign for ever and ever” - caused King George II to stand 
■ “Ev'ry valley shall be exalted” 

○ Libretto is by Charles Jennens 
● Water Music 

○ For King George I to be played on the River Thames [“Tims”] 
○ Includes a famous “Alla Hornpipe” movement 

● Music for the Royal Fireworks 
○ Created to celebrate the Treaty of Aix-la-CHapelle which ended the War of 

Austrian Succession 
○ Famous movements: “La Rejouissance” and “La Paix” 

● Zadok the Priest - anthem played at every British coronation ceremony 
● The Harmonious Blacksmith 
● Alexander’s Feast 
● Israel in Egypt - features the “Hailstone Chorus” 


