
Music Study Guide #4 
Russian Composers 

 
1. Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky [“Chai” - “kov” - “ski”] 

○ The Nutcracker (ballet) 
■ About Clara’s Christmas gift that comes to life 

1. Gift is from Herr Drosselmeyer 
■ The Nutcracker battles the Mouse King 
■ Musical numbers: 

1. “Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy” 
2. “The Waltz of the Snowflakes” 
3. “The Waltz of the Flowers” 

■ One section represents chocolate, tea, and coffee 
○ 1812 Overture 

■ Celebrates Napoleon’s failed invasion of Russia at the Battle of Borodino 
■ Includes “Cannon Fire” which features the actual shooting of canons 
■ Quotes “La Marseillaise” (the French national anthem) and “God Save the 

Tsar” 
○ Pathetique Symphony  

■ Tchaikovksy’s 6th and last symphony - died of cholera after premiere 
■ WARNING: Beethoven’s Piano Sonata No. 8 is also called “Pathetique” 

○ Swan Lake (ballet) 
■ Odette is turned into one of the title birds by the evil wizard, Von Rothbart 

 
2. Sergei Prokofiev [“Pro” - “ko” - “fee” - “ev”] 

○ Peter and the Wolf  
■ Symphonic piece intended to teach children different instruments 
■ Bird - represented by the flute 
■ Duck - represented by the oboe 
■ Cat - represented by the clarinet 
■ Grandfather - represented by the bassoon 
■ Wolf - represented by the French horn 
■ Hunters - represented by woodwinds and trumpet 
■ Peter - represented by string instruments 

○ Romeo and Juliet (Ballet) 
■ Features the movements, “Dance of the Knights” and “Montagues and 

Capulets” 
○ Lieutenant Kije Suite 
○ The Love for Three Oranges (ballet) 


